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Introduction

Books are among the oldest media of knowledge
created by humankind. With the invention of writing,
people began to record their thoughts and stories,
and these records came to form what we now call “books.”

For centuries, books were rare and precious objects that
only a few could possess. But in the 16th century,
the arrival of the Italian publisher Aldo Manuzio

marked a turning point in the history of books,
opening the way to their wider circulation.

This exhibition, organized in collaboration with
the National Central Library of Rome and the National
Library of Marciana, presents the cultural
legacy of Aldo Manuzio.

When did the book,
in the form we know today, first appear?
We invite you to reflect on the meaning, value,
and future of books.

What does a book mean to you?
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Ushering in the Renaissance through Print

The Renaissance marked a turning point, a time
when humanity began to look at itself anew, stepping
out from under the shadow of God. People explored
the world, advancing both art and science, while
humanists cried out “ad fontes”, or “back to the
sources”, as they studied the texts of ancient Greece
and Rome. Gutenberg’s invention of movable type
made the mass printing of books possible, and
knowledge spread at unprecedented speed. It was

in this period that Aldo Manuzio, born in Bassiano,
Italy, was leading a comfortable life as a humanist
and teacher of Greek. Yet, in his forties, he set aside
that security and chose the new path of publishing,
embarking on a bold new adventure.

Although Aldo Manuzio is also known by the Latin name Aldus
Manutius, this exhibition uses his Italian name, Aldo Manuzio.
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Aldo Manuzio, Pioneer of Printing Innovation

In the 16th century, Venice was the hub of maritime
trade and a city enriched by vast capital. It was here
that Aldo Manuzio founded the Aldine Press and
ushered in a new era of publishing innovation. He
introduced italic type, which was easier to read and
occupied less space on the page, helping to reduce
the amount of paper, used and he made writing more
accessible by employing punctuation marks, such as
the semicolon and the apostrophe. He also pioneered
the octavo format, a book small enough to fit in one
hand, making it easy to carry and helping to shape
the culture of reading for pleasure we enjoy to this
day. By carefully editing Greek and Latin classics

in collaboration with scholars and printing them in
their original languages, he preserved works that
might otherwise have been lost. Combining the
erudition of a scholar, the eye of an editor, and the
vision of an entrepreneur, Aldo took centre stage in
Venice’s fiercely competitive publishing world—and
his books spread far and wide.
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The Legacy of the Aldine Press

The books published by Aldo Manuzio gained great
popularity and spread across Europe. His influence
was so strong that unauthorized pirated editions
appeared in cities such as Lyon, in France, and
elsewhere on the continent. Even after Aldo’s death
in 1515, the Aldine Press did not close shop. It was
initially run by his father-in-law, Andrea Torresano,
then by his son, Paolo Manuzio, and later by his
grandson, Aldo Manuzio the Younger. Both son and
grandson carried on the family’s reputation through
their work at the Press of the Roman People and the
Vatican Press. Although the Aldine Press eventually
closed on the death of Aldo the Younger, the editions
it produced still shine in the history of books more
than five centuries later.
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Epilogue

The Book, Dreaming of a New Era

Aldo Manuzio was an innovator
who changed the world through publishing.
Thanks to his drive and his innovations,
access to knowledge was no longer
the preserve of the few and
could now be enjoyed by the many.

The books he revolutionized are
now facing the digital age.
E-books and audiobooks now offer
new modalities of reading and
invite us to dream of what lies ahead.

We ask:
What will the future of the book look like?
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032-290-2000

NN/ SEHAZRZ
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WORLD WRITING SYSTEMS

Festina Lente:

Aldo Manuzio, The Publisher

Who Changed the World

Exhibition Date
Oct. 28. 2025. ~ Jan. 25. 2026.

Hours
10:00 = 18:00 *Last Admission at 17:30

Closed
Every Monday, January 1,
Lunar New Year

Admission
Free

*Reservations are required for groups of 20 or more.

Address

217, Central-ro, Yeonsu-gu, Incheon

(Central Park Station Exit 3)

Inquiries
032-290-2000



